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                 SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

               1500 North Main 
              Higginsville, Missouri 

web page:  www.ctcis.net/~salemucc/ 

 
  

 We are a gathering church sent out 
           by God to bring the good news of 
     God’s grace, justice, peace, and 
        love to the world  
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  June 29, 2008                            10:00 A.M 
       
                    THE GATHERING  
 

Organ Meditation 
                          
Welcome:  No matter who you are or where you are in 
your life’s journey, you are welcome here. From wherever 
you’ve come, you are welcome in this church. Introduce 
yourself to people around you, and please make an effort to 
participate in upcoming church activities. (If you are a visitor, please 
sign your name on the pew card) 
 
NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION          See Bulletin 
 

ADDRESSING OURSELVES TO GOD 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Organ Prelude   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”      Innes  
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Leader: Welcome! In the name of God, welcome. 
 
People: The arms of God are stretched out wide, ready to 
   embrace all with love.  
 
Leader:  You who are thirsty for the presence of God,   
   welcome, and may your thirst be satisfied. 
 
People: You who are longing for a caring touch, welcome, 
   and may you know God’s love through the care of 
   this community. 
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 Leader: In the name of God, welcome to all; let us drink   
  deeply of God’s presence and share this grace with   
  one another.  
 
*HYMN            “This Is My Father’s World”                  #58 
 
*INVOCATION (UNISON) 
(based on Psalm 13) 
O God, we turn to you and ask to hear a word of kindness; 
do not let us be disappointed. We trust in your steadfast 
love and our hearts rejoice in your saving ways. May we 
see your bountiful mercy once again as we lift our song of 
praise to you. Amen.  
 
*GLORIA PATRI                         #622 
 

HEARING AND RESPONDING TO THE  
WORD 

 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 
   Associate Pastor Betty Thaller  
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS    Genesis 22: 1-14     (O.T. p. 17)   
 
                                   Matthew 10: 40-42 (N.T. p. 10)    

   
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                Apostle’s Creed 
                                                     (Printed inside back cover of Hymnal)  
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RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
Welcome and Reception 
 
Elder: Let us, the members of Salem United Church of Christ, 
           stand and express our welcome and affirm our mutual  
           ministry in Christ. 
 
*Congregation: We welcome you with joy in the common 
    life of this church. We promise you our friendship and 
    prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church 
    of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we 
    continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love 
    and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 
 
HYMN          “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”         #2                           
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS Preparation for prayer 
(Anyone who wishes may participate in this time of prayer by filling out the card located in 
the racks in front of each pew by sharing the name of an individual or a concern that they  
would like included in our corporate prayers.  The cards will be collected by the worship 
leader and ushers during this hymn.) 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  (“debts” and “debtors”) 
  
MORNING OFFERING                          
Sentences 
Offertory         “Sweet Hour Of Prayer”         Kohlmann                 
*Doxology         
*Dedication Prayer 

SERMON: “GIFTS OF COMPASSION” Dr.IsaiahW. Muita 
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                        SABBATICAL SEND OUT: 

Remarks by the Council President 

Response by the congregation: As a family of Christians, 
we proclaim our love for God, Jesus, and one another. As a 
family of Christians, we send out our pastor on a journey 
of faith. We know that time and distances do not separate 
us from love for one another in Christ. As a family of 
Christians, we pray, dear God, that you will bless Pastor 
Isaiah, his family and this congregation during this 
sabbatical, so that we all may grow in faith. We ask this in 
the name of Christ, who connects us all in the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.   

Blessings from the Council President: Isaiah, go from here 
with open arms and with love in your heart. Be assured that 
the path you walk, Christ walks it. May the lands in which you 
travel be without sorrow. May the Trinity protect you 
wherever you stay, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. May 
favorable company be with you. May you arrive at every place 
safely. May every path before you be smooth. May people 
welcome you. May you return home renewed and ready to go. 
We wish you a truly good sabbatical. Amen. 
 
                 THE SENDING 
*HYMN       “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                #381                                                    
*BENEDICTION 
*SILENT MEDITATION                                 
*POSTLUDE         “Festival Toccata”                        Fletcher 
The Service is over                                Our service begins        
           *Indicates that those who are able should stand. 
 ***********************************************  



 6 

 Leading Worship Today: 
Isaiah W. Muita - Pastor 

Betty Thaller – Licensed Associate Pastor 
Stanton Thompson-Liturgist  
Doris Jane Stoner – Organist 

Maddie Fiene – Acolyte 
 

GREETING YOU TODAY:  
North Door: Brian Welborn Family 
South Door: Sandy Thompson 
 
We Welcome our new members, Ronnie, Tina, Emily, 
Amanda, Scott and Daniel Bergsieker by transfer of 
membership from St. Luke’s UCC church, Grand Pass. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are place in honor of Pastor Isaiah’s 
departure on his sabbatical leave, wishing him God’s presence 
and richest blessings. 
 
ALTAR ROSE is placed in honor of a new great-grandchild 
by Maurice and Wilma Hoefer, Calle Breann Hoeppner. She is 
the daughter of Scott and Amanda Hoeppner of Odessa.  
 
HEARING DEVICES  are available in the back of the 
sanctuary for anyone who is in need. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
DISATER EMERGENCY FUND : The MMSC is seeking 
donations to help recent flood victims. Please write a check to 
Salem UCC, designated for Disaster Emergency Fund. 
Thanks.   
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YOUTH ON MISSION  gas can is in the back of the sanctuary. 
You may place your donation in the gas can if you would like to 
help with gas on our mission trip. Thank you.    
VBS Power Lab Vacation Bible School theme this year is: 
“Discovering Jesus Miraculous Power”. When each child 
registers for VBS they will place a balloon in the Beaker at the 
Choir Loft. Watch us with overflowing excitement for VBS!   
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE  is hosting a concert 
TONIGHT  by the “Gospel Lovin` Four” at 7:00 p.m. Everyone 
is invited, refreshments will be served following the concert. 
                Women’s Fellowship Circle 
                        Schedules for July 
Circle 1-July 2, at 9:30 a.m. at Vida Mehrhoff’s apartment, 
hostess Vida, bring article for program.                                       
Circle 2-No meeting in July. See you in August!                        
Circle 3-July 2, at 2:00 p.m. in the Club Room at John Knox, 
hostess Fay Tilly.  
Circle 4– No meeting in July. See you in August! 
             THIS WEEK’S EVENTS AT SALEM       
             June 29 thru July 6, 2008     
Sunday –       8:30 a.m. Early Worship 
            10:00 a.m. Worship 
  (Receiving new members)  
            7:00 p.m. “Gospel Lovin` Four” concert        
Tuesday –     Afternoon Quilting  
Wednesday-  9:30 a.m. Circle #1-Vida’s apartment 
            2:00 p.m. Circle #3-JKV Club Room         
Thursday –   Afternoon Quilting  

 Friday-          Church Office closed for the 4th of July   
Sunday -        8:30 a.m. Early Worship 
            10:00 a.m. Worship 

(                                              (Commissioning Service for YOM) 
 


